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SECOND REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 1710

91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES BOYKINS, HILGEMANN, SHELTON, WALTON,
HAYWOOD, CARNAHAN AND JOHNSON (61) (Co-sponsors).

Read 1% time January 30, 2002, and 1000 copies ordered printed.
TED WEDEL, Chief Clerk

3649L.011

AN ACT

To amend chapter 161, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to urban teaching
scholarships.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 161, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 161.416, to read as follows:

161.416. 1. Thereishereby established the" Urban Flight Scholar ship Program"
to beadministered by the department of elementary and secondary education. Asused in
this section, the term " digible student” shall mean an individual who is enrolled in a
Missouri metropolitan or urban school district with a high " at-risk student population™,
asshall bedefined by thedepartment of elementary and secondary education by rule. Any
ruleor portion of arule, asthat term isdefined in section 536.010, RSMo, that is created
under theauthority delegated in this section shall become effectiveonly if it complieswith
and is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536, RSMo, and, if applicable, section
536.028, RSMo. Thissection and chapter 536, RSM o, are nonsever able and if any of the
power s vested with the general assembly pursuant to chapter 536, RSMo, to review, to
delay the effective date or to disapprove and annul a rule are subsequently held
unconstitutional, then thegrant of rulemakingauthority and any ruleproposed or adopted
after August 28, 2002, shall be void.

2. Subject toappropriation, thedepartment of elementary and secondary education
shall make available to eligible students up to one hundred, four-year urban flight
scholar shipsin an amount that encompassesthetotal cost of digible students' tuition and
fees at a four-year college or university located in Missouri. Such scholarships shall be
available to digible students who enter and make a commitment to pursue a teacher
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education program approved by the department of elementary and secondary education
and offered by a four-year college or university located in Missouri, or who after the
completion of their baccalaur eatedegreeenter teacher education and makeacommitment
to teach in ametropolitan or urban school district with a high at-risk student population,
as defined by the department of elementary and secondary education. Every student
receiving scholar shipsunder the provisions of thissection shall teach in an elementary or
secondary public school in a metropolitan or urban school district with a high at-risk
student population in thisstatefor a period of two yearsfor every oneyear they received
ascholar ship or thescholarship shall betreated asaloan tothestudent and interest at the
rate of nineand one-half percent per year shall be charged upon theunpaid balance of the
amount received from thedatethestudent ceasestoteach until theamount received ispaid
back to the state. In order to providefor the servicing of such loans, the department of
elementary and secondary education may sell such loans to the higher education loan
authority of the state of Missouri created under sections 173.350 to 173.445, RSMo. For
each year that the student teaches, up to eight years, one-eighth of the amount which was
received under thissection shall beapplied against thetotal amount received and shall not
be subject to the repayment requirement of this section.

3. Thedepartment of elementary and secondary education shall havethe power to
and shall defer interest and principal paymentsunder certain circumstances, which shall
include, but need not belimited to, theenrollment in agraduate program or servicein any
branch of the armed for ces of the United States.

4. If the number of applicants exceeds the number of scholarships or revenues
available, the department of elementary and secondary education may consider the
financial needs of the applicant.

5. Theurban flight scholar ship shall be funded in the following manner:

(1) Seventy-fivepercent of theurban flight scholar ship shall beappropriated tothe
department of elementary and secondary education; and

(2) Twenty-five percent of the urban flight scholarship shall be funded by local
school districtswho participatein said program. L ocal school districtsshall work with the
department of elementary and secondary education in establishing criteriaand guidelines
for said program.



